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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE ... from Ernie

Hello to All: It is getting that time of year again. Leaves are turning, temperatures
are dropping and | know what is coming. SNOW!

Not to worry though. because Spring is next and another REUNION ... my favorite
time of year when we get together and just have fun and recall old times. It must be old
age when all we talk about is what we used to do, but that’s ok because we did it.

In the next issue we will have all the reunion info for you so you can make reserva-
tions and register. We are going to have a good time like we always do.

| am looking forward to a good crowd next year and seeing old friends once again.
In the meantime take care of yourseves and stay warm.



LIFE TIME MEMBERS

If your name is not included and you think it should be,
notify Secretary-Treasurer Charmaine Francois-Griffith
(* Denotes Deceased, F denotes Founding Member)

Abraham, Donald
*Agunod, Arcadio
Allard, George P.
Anderson, Stanley E
*Barber, Edward W.
*Batts, Thomas A.
Benson, Otto
Bolton, Edward R.
Borror, Harold
*Brasfield, Chuck
*Brawner, James R.
*Broader, William E.
*Brown, Benjamin
Brown, Robert N.
Busher, James
Callaghan, J. Roy
Carreras, Carl A.
Castleberry, R.J.
Chisholm, William
Church, Freddie
Clark, Charles B.
Clay, Kenneth R.
Clouse, Alvin
Collins, Howard L
Cook, Melbourne D.
Cookus, Eugene R.
Crane, LeRoy A.
Crowell, David A.
Curdy, M. Keith
Dangro, William H.
*Dawson, Kenneth
Deibler, Richard E.
F Delong, James C.
*Donovan, Willard P.
Dorman, Dennis E.

*Eads, Claude H.
Eike, Claire J. Jr.
Elliott, Edward
Ellison, Lloyd W.
Ellison, Robert
Fox, Thomas C.

F *Francois, Gerard
Friend, John

Fritz, Daniel A.
*Frogg, Harold J.
Gannon, Patrick T.
Gordon, Leonard E.
Graham, Harry
Gray, Charles
Gray, John E.
Hansen, Calvin C.
Hecker, Jack
Henley, Robert
Herman, Edgar
Jacobs, Harry E.
*Jamison, Robert L.
Jaskowak, Robert W.
*Jay, John B.
Jensen, Stanley E.
Johnson, David G.
*Jones, Robert E.
Kaiser, Frank J.
*Kelly, Elroy
Kennedy, Gordon R.
*Kestner, Franklin
King, William A.
Kingsley, Bert N.
Krug, Maurice H.
*Kulbes, Philip
Lee, Dr. Bae Suk

*Little, Raymond L.
Marker, Thomas F.
*Mayville, Don
McArdle, Darrell
*McCabe, Jerome M.
McCrady, Jean F.
*McGuire, John M.
McMillin, Grant L.
McStay, William J.
Mercier, Arthur E.
Mielenz, Lloyd E. Jr.
Miller, John R.
Naro, Anthony M.
Nielsen, James A.
Nightingale, George
*Obradovich, Francis
O’Kelley, William S.
Ortega, Thomas
Outlaw, James. E.
*Oxenrider, Roy
Pantalion, Hollis E.
*Paul, Forrest L.
Pearson, Marvin L.
Perez, Seferino

*Phares, Raymond E.

Pharr, Charlie F.
Primm, Ray
*Printup, John C.
Quick, John D.
Radke, Raymond W.
Rajala, Ernest

*Rakestraw, Charles C.

*Ramsey, James P.
Rippeto, Donnie G.
F Rasula, George

F *Robertson, Oliver W.
Rockstead, Wayne A.
Rose, James D.
Rose, Milton W.
Ruggeri, Thomas M.
Sampson, Walter C.
Sayler, Emerald
Schaub, William B.
Schearf, EImer A.
Schultz, Fred
Shiraga, Roy
Skinner, William
Sortillo, Elliott
*Stone, Willis Jr.
Sutton, Tommy R.
Takatsu, Benny
*Tate, Lavern
Tomek, Bohumil
Troisi, Nick

Tynes, Charlie
Valkema, Maurice
*VVanMarter, Willis
Vickers, James C.
Voss, Art

*Walton, Albert
*Westfall, Pat N.
*Wheeler, Joseph C.
*Wilkinson, E.L.
*Wirt, Sedric
Worthington, Robert V.
Wotring, Ernest H.
Yaskowiak, Edward L.
Zentko, Albert G.
Zink, Lewis L.
Billman, Elmer E. Donor

Hey, guys, I thought you'd like o see the
Army's new fatigues, much like the photo.

Whaddaya mean ya can't see ‘'em? They're
on the page in front of youll

Uh, yes, they are camos.
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The remains of SFC Robert Rager, 20, C/32/7, who
was KIA at Chosin, were discovered in a mass grave in
2004, identified and returned to his family. His hometown
was Corapolis, Pa., and his burial with full military honors
was at the National Cemetery of the Alleghanies in Brid-
geville, Pa. Rager's remains were principally identified by
DNA from a cousin, Jan Trask-Horeni, Lakeland, Pa., and
her sister. Rager's name had been misspelled as Reager
in his military records.

Pat N. Westfall, 90, HvM/31/7, died
October 5, 2015 in Belton, Texas. He
entered the Army at age 18 and had a
20-year military career. He was in action
during the Battle of the Bulge in WWII,
after which he was awarded the Silver
Star and Bronze Star with Valor. Years
later, he served at the Chosin Reservoir.
A master sergeant at that time, he was
awarded a Bronze Star and the Purple
Heart. Westfall retired frm the Army in 1963. Next, he had a 15-year career
with the horticulture department at Texas A&M University. He later worked for
10 years as a Postal Service letter carrier. Pat was a long-time member of the
Army Chapter and held several offices. His burial was at the Levita, Texas,
Cemetery. His widow, Rose Anne, has been a familiar figure at many Army
Chapter reunions.

The remains of Cpl. Robert V. Witt, 20, 1/32/7, were recovered in the Cho-
sin area, identified and returned to his family. He was first reported MIA on
Dec. 1, 1950. Witt's hometown was Bellflower, Calif., and he was buried Oct.
24,2015 in Whittier, Calif.




from page 1

A Brief HISTORY of the Army Chapter

Chosin Reservoir North Korea 27 Nov 1950 — with word
they would be home by Christmas, the units of X Corps
moved into the Chosin Reservoir perimeter. Marine units
proceeded to the west, the Army’s 31st Regimental Com-
bat Team to the east. RCT-31, later known as Task Force
Faith, was low on supplies and ammo. Their winter clothes
had not arrived. They were still moving into the east perim-
eter of the Chosin when night fell. None could have known
that a Siberian cold front and the Chinese army were bear-
ing down on them. None would have believed that a short
five days later 90 percent of them would be casualties,
most dead, many captured. Those who survived the reser-
voir were evacuated and treated for their injuries. They were
reassigned to other units or sent home.

After the armistice was signed in 1953, they began to
rebuild their lives. Some stayed in the military, most went
back to their homes. Their physical injuries finally healed.
They married, had children and careers. On the surface it
was life as normal.

Emotionally, the wounds remained fresh. We now know
about PTSD and survivor’s guilt. But for RCT-31 survivors
these went undiagnosed for many years. They did not talk
about the battle; who would have believed them? The unit
had faced charges of cowardice but were cleared by Gen-
eral Matthew Ridgway. That did not seem to matter as they
were written out of history and never recognized for

Which brings us to the PRESENT

their valliant efforts at the Chosin. So many questions re-
mained for these men. Who survived? What happened
to their friends and comrades? Did they make it out or were
their remains still at the Chosin or a Chinese prison camp?
Without answers, would anyone ever understand what
happened at the Frozen Chosin? Eventually the national
organization of The Chosin Few was formed. Membership
was open to those who fought at the reservoir. Most were
Marines but a few Army survivors also joined. They found
their experiences were very different.

In 1986 at a reunion of the 31st Infantry at Fort Sill,
Oklahoma, survivors of Task Force Faith decided the Army
needed its own chapter. The U.S. Army Chapter of The
Chosin Few was born. Over the years many friends have
been reunited, most not knowing before that reunion the
other was still alive. They remember their fallen and talk
about their experiences. For them the healing has begun.
At long last someone shared their experiences, their demons.

— Charmaine Francois-Griffith

The times have changed and so has the Chapter's mission. It is becoming more focused on correcting history and
making their stories known. In 2000 they finally received the Presidential Unit Citation from the Navy, and Task Force
Faith was finally recognized for its sacrificial efforts during the Chosin battle. Today, many families of MIAs and survivors
have attended reunions to hear the truth about what happened at Chosin. Every year other survivors are found and re-
united with members of RCT-31. It is the desire of the Army Chapter to share their experiences and continue to educate
the public, which now includes grandchildren and great-grands.

As the list of newsletter recipients continues to dwindle, an online website makes financial sense with members pay-
ing for unlimited access. They can post messages, photos, comments and search for buddies from the past. For those
without computers. this would be a good time to get better acquainted with family members (grandkids?) or friends who
are computer literate and would offer you access and online help so you wouldn't need to buy your own computer.

Following are some of the benefiits of having the Chapter's own website.

» Technology age — all information is gathered from the Internet.
» ACCF needs further exposure through contemporary generational media.

Ability to convey more information than a newsletter can include.
Subscribers can sign up online and having any-time access to the website.

* Members and Associates can pay dues online.

Links into other military units and assorted informational websites.
Facebook page is also being developed to cover Social Media giving people feedback.



NEVER TOO LATE TO LOOK BACK

¥ hat History Failled 1o Kecord

Ray Vallowe has spent much of his life as a dedicated student of
what happened at the Chosin Reservoir nearly a lifetime ago. His
book, now available online through the Korean War Educator web-
site (www.koreanwar-educator.org), unlocks many of the mysteries
of strategy, tactics and officialdom that are an engrossing part of that

epic battle. His research has been both assiduous and persevering:
facts are sometimes elusive and may take decades to uncover ... which
makes his account and conclusions well worth your time and interest.
Just what is Vallowe's "phantom force™? What was it that history failed |
to record? And why has it been lost? Vallowe offers answers. He lays A Phaatom Force - Lost To History
out an intriguing case for his assertions, with uncovered documentation ay C. Vallowe

apparently vouching for their authenticity. Not an easy read but a neces- - .

sary one for students of 1950's hellish winter in the Korean War. The PDF version Is free. Ask for

a copy at rcv2030@aol.com

day he was wounded in his arm. Later, when
the breakout convoy came to its tragic end,
Vallowe crossed the ice of the reservoir to
safety at Hagaru. Medics found he had se-
vere frostbite in his fingers. He was airlifted
from Hagaru to a hospital in Japan where he
spent the next several months. After recov-
ering, Vallowe's enlistment was extended a
year. He was assigned to an engineering
company in Fort Belvoir, Va. From Septem-
ber to December of 1951, he helped build

Ray Vallowe joined the Army in 1948 for a three-year en-
listment. He began occupation duty in Japan with the

1st Cavalry Division. He was later sent to the 57th FAB.
When the Korean War broke out, Vallowe landed at In-

THE AUTHOR

chon with the 57th, which became a supporting unit for
the 31st Infantry Regiment. Following the Inchon battle,
the 31st landed above Iwon on NKorea's east coast.
It then proceeded to the Chosin Reservoir on Nov. 27 and test pre-fab houses for the Army in New
and dug in. Cpl. Vallowe was in the Headquarters Bat- Hampshire. He received an early-out from
tery of the 57th. That night, the Chinese struck. The next service in 1952
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§ Devotion aSkS_' AN EPIC STORY OF HEROISM.
FRIEMDSHIP AND SACRIFICE
How far weould you ge
to save a friend?

DEVOTION
ADAM o s
MAKOS skt

With American forces cornered at the Chosin Reservoir, Tom and Jesse fly
in, guns blazing, to try and save them. When one is shot down
behind enemy lines and pinned in his burning plane, the other faces
an unthinkable choice: watch his friend die or attempt
history’s most audacious one-man rescue mission?

A searing TRUE story of courage and selflishness.

“Lovingly rendered and meticulously researched, a tale of true friendship
across the racial divide."— Hampton Sides, New York Times best-selling author

“At last, the Korean War has its epic, a story that will stay with you long af er you close this
book."— Eric Blehm, New York Times best-selling author

T e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
6

IIanﬂuzc]e at Amazon S1540
Kindle $13.99
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Hefty book with enticing sprinkles of Korea

Novelist Fred Lanting has writ-
ten a daunting (enormous is a bet-
ter word) book. Its 692 pages with
small type and narrow margins of-
fer a true test to a reader — to con-
sume, much less digest. There is
good reason the volume has been
called semiseriously the American
War and Peace.

Nonetheless, the plot has meat,
not just fat. There are two wars in-
cluded, one being the Korean War
which has several chapters allotted
to it. Though Lanting has no dis-
cernible experience as a writer of
war, his text as it concerns Korea
generally and Chosin specifically
contains an impressive amount of

Friendly Fire, a paperback by Richard Ecker, recounts his service in 1952-53 as a new lieutenant commanding the
I&R Platoon of the 31/7 in the Kumhwa-Chorwon area of North Korea. It's a "delightful tale of an unconventional hero
coming of age in an unconventional war ...

detail and "color" that one does not
find in many previously published
military books about Korea. So in
that sense there is value in what
Lanting has wrought for the Korea
veteran. While there is plenty of "re-
telling" of the Korean War, Lanting
writes it as a novelist, weaving his
plot line(s) through battle action and
historical context.

If you have some time to spare
this winter, put another log on the
fire, settle into your favorite com-
fortable chair, pull Confiict onto your
lap, and you're good to go.

The book is available for $50 to
veterans. Contact Fred Lanting at
mr.gsd@netscape

" (Amazon, $0.01 plus $3.99 s&h)

Dignitaries and about 500 veterans and families gathered
at the 20th anniversary of the Korean War Memorial in
Washington. The official party included the ROK ambas-

sador to the U.S., ROK's vice
minister of Patriots and Veter-
ans Affairs; and Larry Kinard,
national chairman of the KWVA.
The ceremonies included hav-
ing SKorean parliamentary
members place a wreath at the
Arlington grave of U.S. Gen.
Walton "Bulldog"” Walker who
commanded 8th Army during
the early days of the war and

in the breakout from the
Pusan Perimeter. The
Koreans then bowed at
the gravesite in a sym-
bol of deep respect for
the American. Although
not widely known, Can-

ada has had two marble markers at
the National Cemetery honoring both
the Canadians who died in Korea as
well as Americans who served with
Canada's fighting forces, and all
Americans lost in the three-year war.
Canada was well represented at the
anniversary salute.



MISSED BUT NOT MISSING: GHQ IST RAIDERS TAKE AN ENCORHE

An item in the July-August 2015 issue of The Gray- Company told through personal anecdoes of its mem-
beards magazine noted that (Army Chapter member) Lee bers. Buck was the contact for the AC newsletter who
Broussard had been honored in an article published in provided the information and photo. (The title of his 241-
2010 by techetoday. Under the headline Former Raider page spiral-bound book came from an observation by
Recalls Korean Combat: Unit honored at Fort Bragg 60 a North Korean Army captive: "The most dreaded were

years after Inchon invasion, "Lee Broussard of St. Mart- the soldiers that wore the soft caps. We never knew

inville (La.) was among 12 surviving members of the U.S. what direction they would come from.")

Army's Ist Raider Company that played a key role in the We're pleased to present again the 12 Raiders at Fort

Korean War honored ... at Ft. Bragg, N.C.," the St. Mar- Bragg who represented the 8425 Army Unit — its formal

tinsville newspaper reported. designation which intentionally told nothing about the
The editor of the Korean War Veterans Association special ops group. So, fellows, take another bow.

magazine said he'd missed the item at the time, but had — Byron Sims, Editor

found a connection recently and published the account.

The occasion sounded familiar to me and a search of
the 2010 issues of the AC newsletter revealed a full-page
story about the Raiders including the unit patch, a list of
16 Raiders who were AC members in 2010 (several have
since passed away), and a photo of the group.

Interestingly, even though the Raiders were disband-

ed in 1951 after their singular service at Inchon, at the
Taedong River dividing Eighth Army from X Corps, and in
helping guard the withdrawal from the Chosin Reservoir to
Hungnam, they maintained their "unit cohesion" through
the ensuing years. Talk about a "band of brothers."

Great credit must go to J.E. "Buck" Ballow, an Asso-
ciate member of the Army Chapter, who published The
Soft Cap Chronicles, a history of the GHQ Ist Raider

Fort Bragg Memorial Plaza: Raiders are honored
from left: D.K. Robertson, R. Bach, Edward Peckham,
David Carter, Pat Shows, Lee Broussard, Elroy Davis,
LtGen J. Mulholland, CG USASOC; Delmer Davis,
Jamie Lee, Cecil Kimrey, John Connor, Chester Cook

|n a recent US-ROK joint exercise, the two countries unlimbered some of its collective firepower.
It was most impressive and suggestively destructive.
No doubt Pyongyang got the message.

he gets a thunderous 'have a good day’
from his neighbors down south.
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THIS IS YOUR
FIRST '"HEADS-UP'

The 2016 reunion

is scheduled
April_17-25

in Springfield, Mo.,
same location

(see page 1)

Get it on your calendar
as things you MUST Do!!

L

You Are Invited ...

The Army Chapter is
inviting you to become
Contributors

to your new website.

r

http://'www.chosinfewarmy.com/

If you have Chapter-related
stories, photo(s), news of mem-
bers, or just general ideas,
let us know. Email us at
chosinfewarmy@outlook.com or
use the comment box on the

website. Snail mail works too!

BEFORE TELEVISION,
THERE WAS ...
RADIO} REMEMBER?

Here are a few program titles
to tweak your memory.
How many do you recall?.

Al Jolson Show

Alan Young Show
Aldrich Family

Alka Seltzer Time
Amos & Andy

Avalon Time

Baby Snooks

Bergen & McCarthy
Bickersons, The

Bing Crosby

Bob & Ray

Breakfast In Hollywood
Bright Star

Burns & Allen
Cavalcade Of America
Command Performance
Couple Next Door
Curtain Time

Danny Kaye Show
Dennis Day Show

Duffy’s Tavern

Easy Aces

Father Knows Best
Fibber McGee & Molly
First Nighter Program
Frances Langford Show
Fred Allen Show

Fred Waring Show
Gasoline Alley

Gl Journal

Glenn Miller
Goldbergs

Great Gildersleeve
Guest Star

Halls of lvy

Harold Peary

Harry James Show
Hollywood Barn Dance
It Pays to Be Ignorant
Jack Benny

Life Of Riley

Lum And Abner

Mail Call

Mayor of the Town
Mel Blanc

Milton Berle

Misadventures Of Si and Elmer

Our Miss Brooks
Phil Harris & Alice Faye

9

Red Skelton

Inner Sanctum

Lights Out

Man Called X

Molle Mystery Theater
Mysterious Traveler
Mystery In The Air

Quiet Please

Sealed Book

The Shadow

Strange Dr. Weird
Suspense

Weird Circle

The Whistler

Academy Award Theater
Adventure Theater

Air Adventures of Jimmy Allen
Archie Andrews
Avengers

Big John & Sparky

Big Town

Bill Sterns Sports Reel
Birdseye Open House
Blackstone, The Magic Detective
Blue Beetle

Campbell Playhouse
Captain Midnight
Columbia Workshop
Flash Gordon



Five American experts talk about the prospects of a
landmark deal between Washington and Pyongyang

September 28, 2015 NK News

From the outset of his presidential campaign, President
Obama made clear he would pursue a different form of dip-
lomatic strategy with countries that had traditionally been
regarded as foes of Washington: He was willing to nego-
tiate with them “without preconditions.” And coming after
the “axis of evil” years of the George W. Bush administra-
tion, that gave hope in some circles that a break-
through could finally
be on the cards be-
tween Pyongyang
and Washington.

But within months

.

DAVID STRAUEB

What will it take to bring
normality between

the U.S. and NKorea?

Dr. Steph Haggard, Professor of Korea-Pacific Studies; di-
rector, Korea-Pacific Program; and Distinguished Professor
of Political Science, School of Global Policy and Strategy,
UC San Diego.

Their observations follow:

David Straub: Obama took a significant po-
litical risk by making clear he was prepared
to engage in diplomacy with “rogue states”
on reasonable terms. He improved relations
with the four countries whose leaders, each
for different reasons, engaged in genuine ne-

of Obama's inau-
guration, NKorea
launched a long-

range rocket and less

than two months lat-

er — following sharp
criticism from the UN
Security Council — conducted its second-ever
nuclear test. And so the scene was set for the
next several years of policy with Pyongyang.

Yet fast-forward to 2015 and it appears evi-
dent, on the surface at least, that Obama was
serious when he talked about negotiating with
traditional foes.

First it was Myanmar, then Cuba — then finally
a breakthrough nuclear deal with Iran. But what
about NKorea? Veering towards another satel-
lite launch and with strong potential of a follow-
up nuclear test — the pattern in 2009 and 2013
— it appears almost impossible to imagine how

KIM JONG UN

BRLUCE KLINGNER

NICHOLAS EBERSTADT

gotiations. NKorea’s leadership has not been
willing to do so. Kim Jong Il greeted Obama’s
inauguration with nuclear and missile tests.
When Kim Jong Il was succeeded Kim Jong
Un, the Obama administration concluded the
so-called Leap Day deal freezing NKorea’s
missile launches, was dead. Until NKorea
changes this attitude, there will be no prospect
of achieving a negotiated end to its nuclear
and missile programs.

Bruce Klingner: The nuclear agreement with
Iran generated speculation resurrecting simi-
lar negotiations with NKorea. But a number
of factors mitigate against the U.S. initiating a
similar outreach with NKorea. The clock is run-
ning out for the Obama administration. With
only a year and a half left, Obama has insuf-

a normalization of relations could occur anytime
soon. Yet could there be a way?

Four American NKorea watchers — and a rising young voice
—share their thoughts about reaching a major improvement.
The panel of respondents includes:

Bruce Klingner, Senior Research Fellow, Northeast Asia
Asian Studies Center, Heritage Foundation

Darcie Draudt, James A. Kelly Fellow, Pacific Forum CSIS
and doctoral candidate, Johns Hopkins University, Depart-
ment of Political Science

David Straub, Associate Director, the Korea Program,
Stanford University

Dr. Nicholas Eberstadt, Henry Wendt Scholar in Political
Economy, American Enterprise Institute

10

ficient time to bring a complicated and conten-
tious accord to completion.

Moreover, after the failure of its 2009 and 2013 attempts,
the Obama Administration is not inclined toward a third
attempt at engagement with Pyongyang. The biggest ob-
stacle to any potential nuclear agreement is, of course,
NKorea itself. Pyongyang’s unceasing threats against the
U.S. and its allies, as well as cyber attacks and the pledge
of a “9/11-type attack” do not create an atmosphere condu-
cive to diplomacy. NKorea publicly rejected any inclination to
follow Iran into denuclearization negotiations.

Nicholas Eberstadt: A breakthrough will take some interest

on the NKorean government’s part in improved relations.

The Obama White House came quickly to the conclusion
Continued next page



NORMALIZE from previous page

by “improved relations." Diplomatic history offers a sense
of what NKorea would like. In fact, | think Gen. Cho Myong
Nok spelled it out during his visit in October 2000. His open-
ing bid suggested something like U.S. acquiescence in re-
unification of the Korean Peninsula on NKorean terms, and
U.S. acquiescence in NKorean nuclear weapons develop-
ment. Obama may be viewed as a
pioneer in foreign policy in some
circles, but | don’t think he’s quite
that much of a pioneer.

Darcie Draudt: The progress in
relations with other countries nat-
urally led eyes toward NKorea.
But the DPRK leadership must
be willing to talk. NKorea under
Kim Jong Un has shied away

DARCIE DRAUDT

worldwide. Washington has a special interest in the future
of NKorea'’s relations with Seoul as well. The “August Cri-
sis” in Korea ended in a manner uncharacteristic for Kim
Jong Un’s track record: a session of bilateral talks with an
expression of regret for an alleged mine planted by NKorea
and drawing back increased military postures on both sides.

Steph Haggard: Despite hav-
ing foreign policies that were his-
torically at odds with the U.S., the
four cases are in fact quite differ-
ent. With Myanmar and Cuba, the
U.S. faced no security challenges.
The changed Cuba policy was al-
lowed by shifting winds in Ameri-
can politics and the failure of the
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longstanding embargo. Domestic

from working with other states,

even China and Russia. The U.S. and SKorea have both
signaled a willingness to discuss issues that limit NKorea’s
activity, not only its human rights records and nuclear weap-
ons program but also illicit activities including counterfeiting,
narcotics and labor trafficking, and illegal sale of weapons
or fissile materials. These issues are the baseline for DPRK

political changes in Cuba also mat-
tered. In Myanmar, domestic political changes also provid-
ed the opportunity for an opening. Iran was a near-breakout
state that also saw a significant domestic political shift and
dramatic economic deterioration resulting from sanctions.
Negotiations are unlikely until NKorea shows a willingness
to put its nuclear weapons on the table.

being permitted greater access to the foreign markets

Mapping NKorea's underground military facilities

Digging deep has been part of every war, but even Vietnam was never quite like this

US soldiers in SKorea have
been making sophisticated mili-
tary maps of underground fa-
cilities in NKorea to better deal
with threats posed by the North,
a military journal reveals. US
Forces Korea (USFK) has been
running an education program for
senior military officers to share
information on North Korea’s un-
derground facilities and to jointly
respond to the North’s military
threats, according to a contribu-
tion by the SKorean army’s Maj.
Park Sung-man in an article titled
“Joint Chiefs of Staff.”

The program, named “Under-
ground Facility,” was drawn up in
the mid-1990s by the US Army.
Since last year, ranking Korean
officials have joined the program,
which was introduced to USFK in
2007. The move indicates alert-
ness against NKorea’s growing

military threats as the North has been keen on building un-
derground facilities that are presumed to be around

NKorea began to build fortifications in
1960s. All key military facilities are built
underground to withstand American bun-
ker-buster bombs. NKorea has 8,236 un-
derground facilities linked by 547km of
tunnels. Beneath Pyongyang are an under-
ground stadium and other facilities. About
1.2 million tons of food, 1.46 million tons of
fuel, and 1.67 million tons of ammunition
are stored in underground storage areas.
Most of the facilities are drilled into
granite rocks and the entrances face
north to avoid direct hits by bombs and
missiles. The B-61 Mod 11 is the main
bunker buster in the US arsenal. But it
can only penetrate 6 meters of rock. The
latest GBU-28 laser-guided bunker-buster
penetrates to 30m. NKorean bunkers
have at least 80m top-cover of solid rock.
Also, many false caves emit heat that
intended to misdirect unwary GBU-28/37
and BKU-113 bunker-busters. (Center for
Korean Affairs)
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6,000 to 8,000. USFK has been
making such maps based on ac-
counts by NKorean defectors
and other available information.
“There is the need to understand
underground passageways that can
be used by the NKorean leadership
if emergency situations or war takes
place,” Park said in his article. "We
need to find ways to track down and
block escape routes should they flee
Pyongyang.”

NKorea is also known to be
strengthening its decoy system in
a bid to block surveillance of its un-
derground facilities. Park noted that
SKorea needs to possess about 500
to 1,000 US-owned Guided Bomb
Unit-28, known as a bunker-buster
bomb, which is designed to hit tar-
gets buried deep underground, to
nullify such facilities. (Yonhap News)

(Veterans may recall that the Chi-
nese hollowed out deep trenches,
bunkers and caverns in hills along

the MLR in the war's last year to better withstand artillery
bombardments and air strikes.)



