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THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES

After many years of dedication to our Chapter newsletter, Byron Sims, resigned in
July.

Don’t worry folks, Byron is fine and looking forward to time with his
family. The job of editing our newsletter is a daunting task and he has
done it with expertise and professionalism.

“It is with considerable regret that I have decided to terminate my service to the
Army Chapter as editor of the newsletter. After nearly 14 years in this position and
at this stage of my life, I need to turn my attention to more personal and family
matters.

I do not make this decision lightly. As I have noted to numerous friends and associ-
ates, my "tour of duty" with the newsletter has been one of the most rewarding
and fulfilling times in my life. You may recall I wasn't a part of the Chosin Cam-
paign -- I served in Korea in 1952-53 -- but I came to feel a kinship in the Chosin
legion. I have profound respect for all Chosin veterans and I have developed nu-
merous friendships over the years among The Chosin Few. Many have now passed
on and I felt their loss as keenly as one would with a family member.

Thank you for your support of my editorial work. I'd like expressly to acknowledge ;
George Rasula as my sponsor for the editor's job and my mentor as I became familiar with the Chapter and the Chosin story.
Those with whom I worked closely during the years -- Lloyd Mielenz, Jim Brawner and Frank Kaiser, all of whom are now gone --
I offer a memorial salute. And a sharp second salute goes to the late Ray Phares whose motion to the Chapter resulted in my
acceptance as an Honorary Member, a distinction I treasure to this day.

Finally, I extend my deep gratitude to Charmaine Francois-Griffith and Chuck Shaw, two of the sharpest people I know, who have
been reservoirs of knowledge and superior service to the Chapter, whose contributions may not be as widely known as they
should. Chuck, who is not an AC member, has made uncounted individual contacts with Chapter veterans, in the process care-
fully and respectfully extracting their Chosin experiences that in turn led to newsletter articles. Again, I urge the Board to con-
sider Chuck for honorary membership.

Many thanks and warmest regards to all,

Byron Sims”

If you would like to send a personal thank you his address is:
Byron Sims

4616 Park Manor Dr.

Salt Lake City, UT 84117

No newsletters have been sent since Byron'’s resignation. At present a new editor has not been found.
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MEMBERSHIP DUES

Don’t let your membership lapse. Membership expires January 1. You will be dropped from
the roles on March 31 if dues are not current.

Annual dues- The Chosin Few (National) Annual dues- Army Chapter

Send $35.00 to: Send $15.00 to:

The Chosin Few Army Chapter of The Chosin Few

Don Gee, Business Manager Charmaine Griffith, Secretary/Treasurer
238 Cornwall Circle 1737 S. Jasmine St.

Chalfont, PA 18914 Denver, CO 80224

You can also pay online at:
www.chosinfewarmy.com

FPRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Hello from the Prez:

I want to let you know that everything is set for the reunion. I am anxious for it to get here and we will get to-
gether again. As you know we are getting older and we don’t know when our last one will be so I hope you can
make this one.

As you see in this letter you reservations must be in by April 13 2017. Please make them on time so you will have
a room and can enjoy the time with us. Take care and see you in May.

Ernie




UP AND COMING

The holidays are past and the
Reunion is quickly approaching.
The dates are set for May 16
(for you early birds and Board)
through our banquet on May
20. We will once again be at
the Ramada Oasis in Springfield,

Mo. While a lot of discussion
has taken place about the
venue, no other hosts have

come forward. Our President,
Ernie Wotring, has taken on the
responsibility to make this event
happen. As our membership
declines so do the number of
attendees at the Reunion. All
would agree though that time
spent with friends that are dear
makes it worthwhile.

Our hotel rooms are guaranteed

until April 13, so make sure
your reservations are in by
then. Last year our rooms were

released to the public and not
all our members were able to
stay at the hotel.

HIGHLIGHTS

Sixteen members attended the
2016 Reunion along with family,
friends and associate members.

Although the numbers were
small in comparison to prior
years, we still had a lot of

laughs and surprises.

REUNION NOTES

The Green County Commis-
sioner arrived with appreciation
certificates for the members
present. With them was our fa-
vorite Professor from Missouri
State University, Adam Coulter.
We met Adam at the 2015 Re-
union when he saw our banner
and was excited to meet the
men from the Chosin Battle. He
and his daughter came the next
day with beautiful hanging bas-
kets to show their appreciation
for their service.

Yearly Dues by March 31

Reserve Room by April 13

Attend Reunion
May 16-20
See you there!

Ron
Strickland is a retired CW4 Army
from Springfield. He purchased
the Task Force Faith documen-
tary and while researching the
Army Chapter was pleased to
find he could meet the men in
person. He spent an afternoon
visiting. Ron and his mother
also attended the Memorial Ser-
vice to pay their respects.

The most notable visitor was New
York Times Bestselling author
Hampton Sides. Hampton flew in
to attend the Memorial Service
and the banquet. He is currently
writing a historical account of the
Chosin battle. Ghost Soldiers and
Blood and Thunder are among
other books he has written. He
recently worked in conjunction
with the PBS show American Ex-
perience on the Chosin documen-
tary.

We had the pleasure at din-
ner of having Yvonne South,
daughter of Jerry and Dawn
Francois singing the national
anthem. The Korean na-
tional anthem was sung by
our own Miyong Lee, wife of
Dr. Lee, and her dear friend
Grace Kim. The entertain-
ment was provided by a
beautiful young lady from
the Korean community who
performed a traditional fan
dance. To wrap up the evening
our members were honored at the
Flying Eagle of Amway banquet.

Army Chapter reunions through the years

1984 The Chosin Few first mini-
reunion, Crystal City, VA

1985 The Chosin Few reunion, San
Diego, CA

1986 Army Chapter formed at 31st
Inf reunion, Lawton, OK

1987 Lawton, OK

1988 Little Rock, AR

1989 Columbus, GA

1990 Louisville, KY

1991 Lawton, OK

1992 Colorado Springs, CO

1993 Branson, MO

1994 Rapid City, SD
1995 Corpus Christi, TX
1996 Ashville, NC

1997 Albuquerque, NM
1998 Bloomington, MN
1999 Branson, MO
2000 Lancaster, PA
2001 San Antonio, TX
2002 Colorado Springs, CO
2003 Branson, MO
2004 Rapid City, SD
2005  Ashville, NC

2006 Daytona Beach, FL

2007 Charleston, WV
2008 Indianapolis, IN
2009 Branson, MO
2010 Little Rock, AR
2011 Charleston, WV
2012 Branson, MO
2013 Branson, MO
2014  Springfield, MO
2015 Springfield, MO
2016  Springfield, MO
2017 Springfield, MO



US ARMY CHAPTER OF THE CHOSIN FEW
RAMADA PLAZA & OASIS CONVENTION CENTER
2546 North Glenstone
Springfield, Missouri 65803
888-532-4338

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
MAY 16-20, 2017

EARLY BIRD ARRIVAL  TUESDAY MAY 16

REGISTRATION WEDNESDAY TO FRIDAY MAY 17-19
10:00 am —4:00 pm

HOSPITALITY and REGISTRATION
SAHARA ROOM
LEVEL C above the Atrium

BOARD MEETING - WEDNESDAY 10:00 am
ARABIAN ROOM
LEVEL C above the Atrium

GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING — THURSDAY 10:00 am
MOJAVE ROOM
LEVEL B

BINGO — THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 7:00 pm
ARABIAN ROOM
LEVEL C above the Atrium

MEMORIAL SERVICE — SATURDAY 10:00 am
FUJI BALLROOM
CONVENTION CENTER

CASH BAR - SATURDAY 5:30 pm
BANQUET - SATURDAY 6:30 pm
FUJI BALLROOM

CONVENTION CENTER



TAPS

Bohumil “Slim” Lewis Tomek- Tk/31/7 passed away on July 28, 2016 after a courageous bat-
tle with cancer. He was born on November 14, 1927 in Shiner, Texas. He was a distinguished
army career soldier with a triple combat status, WWII, Korea and Vietnam. He was a Life Time

| member of the Army Chapter of the Chosin Few. After his retirement from the military, he joined
the team at St. Joseph’s Hospital in the Maintenance Department as a supervisor. Throughout his
life, Slim was kind, generous and excellent provider for his family. Slim was laid to rest at the
Houston National Cemetery.

Frank Joseph Kaiser -B/3/31/7 age 83 of Charleston, WV passed away July 15, 2016 at
Hubbard House Hospice Care. Frank was a former POW and spent three years in prison camp
from 1950 to 1953. Frank was very active with the Army Chapter of The Chosin Few. He
was a Lifetime member and served as Secretary/Treasurer for several years. Along with his
wife, Betty, they were familiar faces at every reunion. Frank owned an insurance agency in
Charleston. He served as a “road runner” for the Shriner’s taking children to hospitals in Cin- |
cinnati and Lexington. Frank was an avid animal lover and carried dog bones in his shirt
pocket just in case he would find a lost animal who needed a home. Interment was at
Greenwood Cemetery, Wheeling, WV.

Emerald Wyman Sayler- Hq/1/32/7 age 92 passed November 28, 2016 at Lodi Memorial Hospital,
Lodi, CA after battling a multitude of complications from hip surgery in August. Emerald was a veteran
of WWII and Korea. A proud Lifetime member, he and Geraldine enjoyed traveling the world with other
Army Chapter of the Chosin Few members. Emerald was an avid gardener, hunter and fisherman. He
also loved to play his guitar or piano and sing to all who would listen. Memorial contributions may be
made in his name to the Men of the Chosin Scholarship fund .

Robert Earl Ellison-HvM/31/7 age 87, of Poland, IN passed away on Tuesday, April 26,
2016 at Union Hospital in Terre Haute. Robert was a Lifetime member of the Army Chapter of
The Chosin Few. He was a member of the Spencer American Legion, VFW, Past Commander
of the Disabled American Veterans in Bloomfield, and the “Chosin Few.” He enjoyed bowling in
the Senior Games in Bloomington and riding his motorcycle. He retired from Indianapolis Car
and Truck.

Thomas F. Marker "Tom" - HYM/31/7 age 89 passed on September 2, 2016 in Westville Grove,
NJ. He was a Lifetime member of the Army Chapter of the Chosin Few. He worked as a custodian at
Gloucester County College for many years and enjoyed life which included joking, talking about his
combat experiences and canoeing. Interment New St. Mary's Cemetery, Bellmawr, NJ.

James Alexander Ransone, Jr.-A/1/32/7 age 88, of Powhatan, VT passed away September 8,
2016. He was a Lifetime member of the Army Chapter of The Chosin Few. James was also the
past president of the Chosin Few Hunt Club. He retired from Peoples Security Life/Monumental Life
Insurance and was the owner of Huguenot Insurance Agency and Chosin Restaurant. Interment
Cartersville Cemetery in Virginia.




TAPS

Charles Edward Gray-121Evac/X age 84 of Williamstown, MA passed on July 25, 2016 at Southwest-
ern VT Medical Center. He served as an x-ray technician with a MASH Unit during the Korean War.
Charles was devoted to his family and enjoyed bowling, swimming and playing golf. He served as a YMCA
{ youth basketball coach. Charles had a lifelong passion for his retail store, the Mahican Moccasin Shop in
Pownal, VT which he operated since 1961. He was a Lifetime member of the Army Chapter of the Chosin
Few. Burial was at Eastlawn Cemetery.

James H. Busher- F/2/31/70of Lansingburgh,NY passed away on May 12, 2016, at the Albany
Medical Center after a long illness. He was a Prisoner of War for 3 weeks. Jim was a Lifetime
member of the Army Chapter of the Chosin Few. He served as the Commander of the Northeast
New York Chapter of Korean War Veterans Association. While serving in that office, Jim accom-
plished a very big goal by having Hoosick Street (Route 7) in Troy dedicated as the Rensselaer
County Korean War Veterans Memorial Highway. He was former member of the Pleasantdale Fire
Department. The interment Gerald BH Solomon National Cemetery in Schuylerville, NY.

4 Cecil Dozier - I/3/31/7 age 83 of Goshen, OH passed on October 11, 2015. Cecil didn't
learn about the Army Chapter of the Chosin Few until last 2013. He attended the 2014 Reunion
in Springfield with DD2-14 in hand. He filled out his membership that day and became the last
| man to become a Lifetime member.

:
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THERE WAS ONE, THEN NONE, NOW 31

Many of you remember Seoul as a destroyed city. Among the devastation was the rubble that once was the Han
(Hangang) River Bridge. In the early morning of June 27", 1950 g ; : %
Rhee Syngman left Seoul and the South Korean army made the
decision to destroy the bridge in an effort to stop the North Ko-
rean invasion. From noon till 3:30 p.m. over 1.5 tons of TNT
where placed on the bridge. A demolition warning was issued at
11:30 that evening but it was not announced to the Seoul citi-
zens. On June 28th at 2:30 a.m. the bridge charges were deto-
nated without warning. The bridge was filled with approximately
four thousand refugees when it was demolished and 500 to 1000
of them were killed. The official number from the South Korean
government is 800. The demolition of the bridge also cut off the South Korean 5th Division from its retreat path.

Seoul today is the city of 10.5 million people. Most
live in modern high-rise apartments. To move these
populations are 31 bridges on the Han. The citizens
| are very proud of this accomplishment. They are
truly workable pieces of art. By day they contain dif-
ferent colors and design. By night that are an in-
credible display

i of light and even
water features.

y

The most out-

% standing bridge
is the Banpo

Rainbow Fountain Bridge. It is built over the top of Jamsu Bridge which de-

signed to submerge during the rainy seasons. The Banpo was is meant to

, represent willow branches in willow leaves. It has over 200 lights that elimi-

o nate 380 water jets. It shoots 190 tons of recycled river water per minute.

[m]
ooooo0oooDooodo0doooooDo0o0o0b4Od0do000b00b00 0000000000000 O0DO0DOdO0ODD0ODOoOoOoODoDoDooooooaoaoao

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD'

oo0oo0oo0ooDoo0DoDo0Dooo0oooDo0Doo0Do0o0oo0oo0o0oo0Do0bfdDb0o0oo0oDoooooboooaoaod

6



REUNION REGISTRATION FORM
U. S. Chapter of The Chosin Few
May 17-20, 2017
Springfield, Missouri

Name Unit at Chosin

Address City State Zip
Phone Email

Guest #1 Relationship

Guest #2 Relationship

Guest #3 Relationship

Guest #4 Relationship

Guest #5 Relationship

Registration Fee (includes meal and Hospitality Room) @ $45.00 per person.

NUMBER ATTENDING X
$45.00

Choice of meal (please indicate number of each) BEEF CHICKEN
SALMON

TOTAL ENCLOSED

Make your reservations at the Ramada Oasis Convention Center by APRIL 13 to insure you have a room. Any
rooms not reserved by that date will be released to the public. Call toll-free 888-532-4338 or 417-866-5253. Be sure
and mention the Army Chapter of The Chosin Few.

Room Rates are $96.00 ($85.00 plus tax). You can go to at their website www.ramadaoasis.com to view the hotel,

rooms and amenities.
Chapter Officers and Directors need to arrive early for the meeting on the 17th.
Make check or money order payable to US Army Chapter

Mail to: Charmaine Francois-Griffith
1737 S. Jasmine St.



