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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE from Ernie

Hello to all:

We had a fine reunion even though some had to
cancel at the last minute. We have had to downsize be-
cause we are getting smaller in numbers. As you will
read in this newsletter, we only have four directors now
instead of six, an alternate and a president and vice
president.

Our membership is less than a fourth of what it was
in our best days. Alot of our fellows have passed away,
many we did not learn about until recently. Quite a few
of those who remain as members can no longer travel.
And those who can travel are reluctant to accept a job

in the chapter's leadership. So we have had to down-
size and get leaner. (See Board listing, page 2.)

But you know what? The spirit in our chapter is still
strong, still stirring and very much alive, so we will keep
getting together annually. The close personal associa-
tions continue to make reunions meaningful and worth
continuing.

Members attending this reunion voted to have our
next gathering at the same place again. It is very conve-
nient to get to, the price is right and the hotel staff treats
us like royalty. We'll have plenty to think about during
the year ahead. It's obvious we can no longer take each
year for granted.

As always, | hope you will be able to join us when we
meet again May 18-22, 2016 in Springfield.

EROM) THE BBETOR I'm sure

many of you are thinking "what
ever happened to the newsletter? |
haven't seen one for a long time."
And you're right. This is the first is-
sue THIS YEAR. The last one was
the Nov-Dec edition of 2014.

The reason? Well, there are sev-
eral. First, | suffered a virus attack
-- make that a computer virus at-
tack — when | was halfway through
preparing the Feb-Mar 2015 issue.
The virus encrypted all the AC files
and held them for ransom. Seri-
ously, it did. But fortunately | found

my half-done work on a flash drive
I'd forgotten about. So all my work
wasn't actually lost.

Then it was decided to quickly and
easily publish a "mini-bulletin” stat-
ing the conditon of the Army Chap-
ter, both financially and regarding
its membership. That was done and
most of you got that message.

By this time it was too close to the
reunion date, so we decided to wait
until after the reunion to publish the
next full issue. This is it.

In addition to Ernie's message
above, the inside pages convey

further thoughts on the chapter's
health and what steps are being tak-
en to alleviate problem(s). It won't
be easy but it can be done. And it
will take the interest and investment
(more than just paying one's dues)
of each and every member.

As Ernie notes above, reunions
are still considered relevant, mean-
ingful and worthwhile. If you agree,
please participate and share your
spirit and best thoughts.

Viruses be damned. It's up to us to
make the chapter work if we want it
to work. So let's get to work.

IMPORTANT FACTS TO CONSIDER AS YOU AGE

* Death is the world's number 1 killer.

* Life is sexually fransmitted.

* Good health is merely the slowest possible rate
at which one can die.

* Men have two emotions: hungry and horny, and
they can't tell them apart. If you see a gleam in his
eyes, make him a sandwich.

- Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day.
Teach a person to use the Internet and they won't

bother you for weeks, months, maybe years.

* Health nuts are going to feel stupid some day, ly-
ing in the hospital, dying of nothing.

+ All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays
no attention to criticism.

* In the '60s, people took acid to make the world weird.
Now the world is weird, and people take Prozac to make
it normal.

* Life is like a jar of jalapeno peppers. What you do
today might burn your ass tomorrow.
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LIFE TIME MEMBERS

If your name is not included and you think it should be,
notify Secretary-Treasurer Charmaine Francois-Griffith
(‘Denotes Deceased, F denotes Founding Member)

Abraham, Donald
*Agunod, Arcadio
Allard, George P.
Anderson, Stanley E
*Barber, Edward W.
*Batts, Thomas A.
Benson, Otto
Bolton, Edward R.
Borror, Harold
*Brasfield, Chuck
*Brawner, James R.
*Broader, William E.
*Brown, Benjamin
Brown, Robert N.
Busher, James
Callaghan, J. Roy
Carreras, Carl A.
Castleberry, R.J.
Chisholm, William
Church, Freddie
Clark, Charles B.
Clay, Kenneth R.
Clouse, Alvin
Collins, Howard L
Cook, Melbourne D.
Cookus, Eugene R.
Crane, LeRoy A.
Crowell, David A.
Curdy, M. Keith
Dangro, William H.
*Dawson, Kenneth
Deibler, Richard E.
F Delong, James C.
*Donovan, Willard P.
Dorman, Dennis E.

*Eads, Claude H.
Eike, Claire J. Jr.
Elliott, Edward
Ellison, Lloyd W.
Ellison, Robert
Fox, Thomas C.

F *Francois, Gerard
Friend, John

Fritz, Daniel A.
*Frogg, Harold J.
Gannon, Patrick T.
Gordon, Leonard E.
Graham, Harry
Gray, Charles

Gray, John E.
Hansen, Calvin C.
Hecker, Jack
Henley, Robert
Herman, Edgar
Jacobs, Harry E.
*Jamison, Robert L.
Jaskowak, Robert W.
*Jay, John B.
Jensen, Stanley E.
Johnson, David G.
*Jones, Robert E.
Kaiser, Frank J.
*Kelly, Elroy
Kennedy, Gordon R.
*Kestner, Franklin
King, William A.
Kingsley, Bert N.
Krug, Maurice H.
*Kulbes, Philip
Lee, Dr. Bae Suk

*Little, Raymond L.
Marker, Thomas F.
*Mayville, Don
McArdle, Darrell
*McCabe, Jerome M.
McCrady, Jean F.
*McGuire, John M.
McMuillin, Grant L.
McStay, William J.
Mercier, Arthur E.
Mielenz, Lloyd E. Jr.
Miller, John R.
Naro, Anthony M.
Nielsen, James A.
Nightingale, George
*Obradovich, Francis
O’Kelley, William S.
Ortega, Thomas
Outlaw, James. E.
*Oxenrider, Roy
Pantalion, Hollis E.
*Paul, Forrest L.
Pearson, Marvin L.
Perez, Seferino

*Phares, Raymond E.

Pharr, Charlie F.
Primm, Ray
*Printup, John C.
Quick, John D.
Radke, Raymond W.
Rajala, Ernest

*Rakestraw, Charles C.

*Ramsey, James P.
Rippeto, Donnie G.
F Rasula, George

F *Robertson, Oliver W.
Rockstead, Wayne A.
Rose, James D.
Rose, Milton W.
Ruggeri, Thomas M.
Sampson, Walter C.
Sayler, Emerald
Schaub, William B.
Schearf, EImer A.
Schultz, Fred
Shiraga, Roy
Skinner, William
Sortillo, Elliott
*Stone, Willis Jr.
Sutton, Tommy R.
Takatsu, Benny
*Tate, Lavern
Tomek, Bohumil
Troisi, Nick

Tynes, Charlie
Valkema, Maurice
*VVanMarter, Willis
Vickers, James C.
Voss, Art

*Walton, Albert
Westfall, Pat N.
*Wheeler, Joseph C.
*Wilkinson, E.L.
*Wirt, Sedric
Worthington, Robert V.
Wotring, Ernest H.
Yaskowiak, Edward L.
Zentko, Albert G.
Zink, Lewis L.
Billman, Elmer E. Donor

HOOKED ... AND ANOTHER SUCKER REELED IN

It was raining hard and a big puddle had formed in front of the little Irish pub.
An old man stood beside the puddle holding a stick with a string on the end and
jiggled it up and down in the water.
A curious gentleman asked what he was doing.
‘Fishing,’ replied the old man.
‘Poor old fool’, thought the gentleman, so he invited the old man for a drink in the pub.
Feeling he should start some conversation while sipping their whisky, the gentleman
asked, ‘And how many have you caught today?’

‘You're the eighth.’




Frank Kaiser, former chapter secre-
tary-treasurer, was hospitalized ear-
lier this year and is now receiving pe-
riodic rehab treatment at his home in
Charleston, W.Va.

Dolores Sims, wife of newsletter
editor Byron Sims, has had outpatient
surgery and radiation treatment for
early-stage breast cancer. Her prog-
nosis is considered to be excellent.

The remains of Sgt. Cameron M. Flack HvM/31/7 were
interred with full military honors 2 November 2014 at Union
Hills, N.C. At age 18, Flack was killed in action 12 Decem-
ber 1950 during the Battle of Chosin Reservoir. He was a
jeep driver in the headquarters platoon. His remains were
identified in July 2014 using DNA provided by family mem-
bers.

The remains of Sgt. Gilberto L. San-
chez MedCo/32/31RCT/7, who was MIA at age 19 on Dec.
2, 1950 at Chosin, were interred January 23, 2015 in San
Antonio. His hometown is New Braunfels, Texas.

The remains of Sgt. Joseph M. Snock Jr., HYM/31/7 who

was captured 30 November 1950 at Chosin and died 30 De-

cember while in captivity, were interred with full military honors at his hometown
of Apollo, Pa. AC member Danny Fritz was personally acquainted with Snock
and reports he had a twin brother in 3rd platoon of HVM.

William E. (Bill) Etchemendy L/31/7, 94, died 17 June 2011 in Reno, Nev.
He was a three-war veteran who had a 32-year career in
the military. He retired as a colonel. In WWII he was a rifle
platoon leader with the 83d Division in France, Belgium,
Luxembourg, Holland and Germany, and was wounded
during the Battle of the Bulge. In Korea, Etchemendy led
L/31 through the Inchon landing and the subsequent bat-
tle at Chosin. He was wounded three times in that action
and was evacuated from Hagaru to a hospital in Japan.
(Ed. note: Bill called me years ago after seeing a photo
in the newsletter of the Pyungynuri Inlet bridge. "Could
| get a copy of that?" he asked. "My company CP was at the hill on the north
side." His request was happily obliged.) Etchemendy later served as a trainer
toThai forces for action in Vietnam, and saw counterinsurgency action as well.
Subsequent assignments took him to Germany, Japan, Austria, Alaska and
throughout the continental U.S. (News of his passing was found through an
Internet search following a recent conversation between James Cady of L/31
and the editor.)

Fred E. Runnells L/31/7, 84, died 11 December 2014 at
the VA Community Housing in Livermore, Calif. “Fred from
Merced” was a Purple Heart recipient from the Chosin
Reservoir battle. He had lived in the Joplin, Mo., and Mer-
ced, Calif., areas. Runnells was very active in the Masonic
Lodge, Odd Fellows and American Legion Post 83.

Karl H. Lowe, historian 31/7 and Col. USA (ret.) died November 7, 2014
at his at his home in Fairfax, Va. He was 71 and had been stricken with Glio-
blastoma cancer of the brain. Lowe was born in  TAPS continued on page 6



Korea's bitter cold never froze
Charlie’s resolve of honesty

by Ernest Herndon
Enterprise-Journal, McComb, Mississippi
12 December 2014

BUSY CORNER, Miss. — Marcell Tynes is one of the “The
Chosin Few,” the nickname for veterans who survived the
Battle of the Chosin Reservoir in the Korean War 64 years
ago. Despite all the horrors Tynes endured, it was another
military memory that haunted him for decades afterward — an
unpaid debt.

While serving with the Army's 7th Infantry Division, 31st
Infantry Regiment, Heavy Mortar Company, in Japan prior to
deployment to Korea, Tynes borrowed money
from Elias Andrew Wood, a fellow soldier .

“In 1950 | borrowed $35 from Wood and
then got separated from him,” Tynes said.
“The thing that bothered me for 65 years: |
owed a debt. It’s like a million dollars to me.
The Bible says owe no man nothing.”

Tynes finally got to settle that debt last
month — just prior to the 64th anniversary of
the start of the Chosin battle.

Charles Marcell Tynes is known by Mar-
cell to his friends but went by Charlie when
he joined the Army at age 17. “l don’t have
much formal education, but | got a Ph.D in
hard work,” said Tynes.

After basic training he joined a unit in
northern Japan. That was his first exposure to
truly cold weather. He would soon get more. By September
1950 he had just one month left
to serve, but the Korean War
started and discharges were
postponed.

He went by ship to Won-
san on Korea's east side. U.S.
forces landed with little resis-
tance and headed north to the
Chosin Reservoir, a 60-mile-
long lake near China's border.

On Nov. 27, 1950, Tynes’
group replaced a Marine regi-
ment that had seen little ac-
tion. “That very night," Tynes
said.,“all hell broke loose. They had us surrounded. We
stayed there about a week, cut off.”

His company fired mortar support for other units. Their
only food was air-dropped in, and the communists got most
of it. There were no tents for shelter. “Sometimes we’d get in
a sleeping bag and grab a little sleep,” Tynes said.

“There were bullets flying everywhere, people getting
killed. We were dragging bodies into trucks,” he said.

“They surrounded us in three groups,” Tynes said.“The
most dreadful thing | remember was the bitter, bitter cold.”

Tynes is a big, cheerful man, but he breaks into tears
often when recounting the events of the battle. “I walked

Charlie ... "l still owe you"

DEBil} OF
HONOR

DEBT OF
GRATITUDE

A Tale of |OU

More photos, p. 13

across that frozen reservoir. It was 35 below with wind blow-
ing, and and we were out walking,” said Tynes, who along
with most others sustained frostbite on hands and ears.

The Chinese blew up bridges on roads leading out, and
the Gls’ only hope was to march to a Marine camp at the
south end of the reservoir.

The soldiers walked all night. When they reached the ma-
rines, “the first sergeant met me and said, ‘Charlie, I'm glad
to see you. I've got you (listed as) ‘killed in action.””

Survivors eventually made it to the coast to evacuation ships,
along with thousands of starving, frightened refugees.

Tynes returned home, got married, and got a job building
a golf course at Pine Bluff, Ark. That led to a position as su-
perintendent of the course, where he stayed for 33 years.

In 1986 his old first sergeant, Benjamin Dryden, con-

tacted him. They hadn't seen each other since the

war. The local newspaper ran a picture of them.

Their meeting brought back memories, espe-

cially when Dryden showed him a list of fel-

low soldiers, many of them marked KIA (killed
in action) or WIA (wounded in action).

“I forgot that stuff for 35 years,” Tynes said.

“l washed it out of my mind until we got that

Chosin Few together.”

Tynes retired in 1992 and returned to his
native Amite County, settling in Busy Corner.
Efforts were under way to locate the remains
of American troops in Korea, and Tynes con-
tacted then-Congressman Mike Parker to of-
fer his services. He believed he could lead
officials to places where many men died. But

officials said no; too dangerous.

Tynes still tears up at the thought of the thousands whose
remains are still in Korea. “| remember a boy in a culvert
calling for his mama,” Tynes said.
“He was wounded and dying. That
haunts me all the time. | never will
getrid of it.”

Tynes, who turned 84 Dec.
21, also could never shake the
memory of that debt he owed. His
brother searched the Internet for
Elias Andrew Wood and found
an E.A. Wood in Boyce, La. The
two drove there and and found
Wood’s brother. “He said, ‘My
brother (Elias) has never heard a
word from a soul since his discharge.™ The man took them to
Elias’s house, where his wife invited them in. “There he sat,”
Tynes said. “He looked at me and said, ‘I don’t know you.””

Tynes named people and places from the Korean War
and showed him a photo of their Army company. “He didn’t
remember me borrowing the money. He wouldn’t take it,”
Tynes said.

“I said, ‘Aiin’t no way I’'m going to leave here without
you taking this money.”” So Wood accepted the cash, and
Tynes felt a flood of relief. The meeting brought closure to
him somehow.

“I think | had divine guidance,” he said.

Elias ..."l don't know you"



TAPS continued from page 4

Germany during WWII, the son of a Ger-
man soldier who was killed in action. His
mother subsequently married an American
noncom after the war. Lowe finished high
school in Tallahassee, Fla., and after a
short stint in the Army Reserve, he enlisted
in the Regular Army. He earned a commis-
sion in OCS, then served two tours in Viet-
nam as an infantry company commander.
(During the Cambodian incursion in 1970,
Lowe's company was featured in Keith No-
lan's book, Info Cambodia.) He was award-
ed the Silver Star, Bronze Star with Valor,
two Bronze Stars and two Purple Hearts for
combat wounds. After earning two Army-
funded degrees in political science, later
assignments took him to Germany where
was assistant political advisor to the Com-
mander in Chief, USArmy, Europe. Upon re-
turn to the Zone of Interior, he held a series of
staff postions in strategic plans and policy.

Karl Lowe was historian of the 31st Infantry and
former director of the Institute for Defense Analy-
sis. Having commanded D/6/31 in Vietham and
Cambodia, Col. Lowe composed the following
poem in 1996, with updates in 2004 and 2008,
as a tribute to all Polar Bears past and present.

After retiring from the military, Lowe joined the
IDA in 1993. He led tasks in addressing the
threats of biological and chemical warfare. Of
special note was the analysis he led of the Unified
Command Plan, followed by his co-authoring of
Overseas Presence, a related analysis. From 2003
to 2009 Lowe held the directorship of the Joint Ad-
vanced Warfighting Program. During this period he
was coach, counselor and mentor to a succession
of officers who went on to serve in key positions in
the U.S. defense establishment.

Oliver W. (Robbie) Robertson Sr., Maj. USA
(ret) Hq3/31/7 died July 18, 2014 in Lawton, Okla.
He was 94. He entered the Army during WWIl as a
private. He saw action in the European Theater

TAPS continued next page

m POIAR BEAR POEM by Col. Karl H. Lowe 1996

| am the 31st Infantry—the Polar Bear!
Born in Manila, | guarded America's
distant outposts. Wherever peace was
challenged on Asia's troubled shores, |
met the enemy face to face, locked with
him in mortal combat, and passed the
test of valor.

All for my country ... Pro Patria!

In far Siberia, | guarded Vladivostok's
streets, secured the Suchan mines,
and patrolled the great Trans-Siberian
railroad. Across the frozen wastes, |
chased the Bolshevik rabble, guarded
my back against Cossack and Japanese
treachery, and spilled my first blood in
the wintry dawn of a new age. As the
Red tide swept across Siberia, | stood
victorious in every fight.

| became the Polar Bear!

When | returned to Manila in the warm
and pleasant land of my birth, the
great Pacific remained calm. From the
north, the distant drums of war rose to
a crescendo as the Rising Sun cast
its glare on China's vulnerable shore.
| sailed to Shanghai in '32 and dared
the invader to step across my line. My
untrusted ally was now my enemy. |
shouted:

Beware the Polar Bear ... Pro Patria!

Samurai soldiers of the Rising Sun
flashed their mighty swords, but defeat
would be their destiny. In a decade,
their silver wings darted out of the

clouds and shattered the Philippine
dawn. From Cuartel de Espagna and
Estado Mayor in Manila's Post, | raced
to meet the foe. At Abucay Hacienda
and on the slopes of Mount Samat, |
gave Japan its first bitter taste of my
steel.

Never disturb me ... | am the Polar Bear!

"No mama, no papa, no Uncle Sam,"
forgotten, starved, sick, with clothing

6

torn, and bullets gone, | gave my last
full measure of devoton on Bataan.
| sadly burned my proud colors and
buried the Shanghai bowl with my eye
on tomorrow. Growing smaller by the
day, | trod the death march, struggled
for life at Cabanatuan, and sailed the
stinking hell ships to the factories and
mines of the "Greater East Asia Co-
Prosperity Sphere." One of every three
would fall along the way, but wherever
one survived,

the Polar Bear's heart lived on!

Born anew in '46, | took my place in
the "Land of the Morning Calm." Again
from the north, the war cry rang, coming
ominously on a chill wind as | patrolled
Korea's hills. In Crawford on Hokkaido,
| warily watched restless Red armies
gathering strength across the Sea of
Japan. | shouted, Don‘t provoke me
... | am Polar Bear.

But provoke they did and | returned. At

Inchon, | turned the North Korean flank,

raced into burning Osan, and closed

the invader's back door. As cold winter

winds blew, | went ashore at Iwon

and marched toward the Yalu. Across a
Continued next page
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combat engineer and platoon sergerant in Belgium,
France and Germany, including the Normandy landing
and the Battle of the Bulge. Later, he saw action in the
Battle of the Chosin Reservoir as
a 29-year-old lieutenant. He was
a good friend of Maj. Storms, the
battalion executive officer, who
was KIA. Robertson closed his 20-
year military career in 1962 while
serving with Fort Sill's 214th Artil-
lery Battalion as the unit's only in-
fantry field grade officer. "Robbie"
was a founding member of the
Army Chapter of The Chosin Few,
and served twice as president. He
was also a former president of the 31st Infantry Regiment
Assn. He was a life member of all three organizations as
well as the VFW, American Legion and Disabled Veterans
Assn. He was buried with full military honors at the Fort
Sill Cemetery.

"Robbie"

The remains of Pfc. Elmer P. Richard D/15AAA/7
have been identified. He was buried in June 2015 in

The remains of Cpl. Francis D. Knobel HQ3/31/7
have been accounted for and returned. He was 20 when
he was lost 12 December 1950. He was buried May 21
in Arlington National Cemtery with full military honors.

The remains of Sgt. Floyd J.R. Jackson HQ3/31/7
have been accounted for and retiurned. He was lost at
age 20 on 12 December 1950 at Chosin. He was buried
with full military honors March 7 in Littleton, Colo. Char-
mane Francois-Griffith, the Army Chapter's secretary-
treasurer, attended the ceremony.

The remains of Pfc. Norbert G. Hurt A/32/7 have
been accounted for and returned. He was 20 when lost
2 December 1950. He was buried April 17 at Arlington
National Cemetery with full military honors.

The remains of Sgt. Arnold Pitman L/31/7, age 22,
have been accounted for and returned.. He was buried
April 26 in Dysartville, N.C.

* Further TAPS information may be found on page 8

his hometown of Exeter. N.H. He was 20 when KIA.

POEM from previous page

hundred miles of icy hills, | fought,
froze, and finally retreated as China's
masses descended from Manchuria.
At bloody Chosin, two of every three
would fall, but | survived to fight again.
Beware the wounded Polar Bear!

At Hwachon and Kumhwa, | stopped
the Red tide and recaptured my pride.
On Triangle Hill, OP Dale, Pork Chop
Hill and many more, | dug in deep,
stood my ground, paid the price in
blood, licked my wounds, and fought
the swarming Chinese to a standstill.
When peace returned to the Land
of the Morning Calm, | was among
the few selected to stay and defend
that blood-soaked ground. | stood my
watch proud and strong, for

I am the Polar Bear.

| formed battle groups of the atomic
age in '57. As a reservist in California,
air mobility's pioneer at Fort Rucker,
and Seoul's guardian on Korea's
DMZ, | ushered in a new era. With
one foot in America, part of me came
home for the first time, "America's
Foreign Legion" no more. In peace,

as in war, | soldiered with pride and
prepared for a future war, that as al-
ways, came too soon.

When war's klaxon sounded in far-off
Vietnam, | answered the call. At Fort
Devens and Fort Lewis | raised my
head, learned my lessons well and
went straight and true to the sound
of the guns. In War Zone C, the Me-
kong Delta, Cholon, Hiep Duc, the
Que Son Valley, bloody Long An, the
Plain of Reeds, Mount Nui Chom,
and Cambodia, | answered bullet for
bullet, patrolled the highlands and
wetlands, and gave no ground. The
sad saffron flag had

no better friend than the Polar Bear.

At home agan, | taught my lessons
at the schools of Infantry and Artillery
and the National Training Center. At
Fort Ord and Korea, | served with the
Bayonet and Indianhead Divisions.
My colors furled briefly in '95, but my
spririt would not die. The ghosts of
a thousands battles summoned me
back and | returned. | stood with the
Division of Mountaineers at Fort Drum
to await my country's summons.
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The call came soon. In Bosnia, | pro-
tected the victims and separated foes
bearing hatreds of a thousand years.
When treachery struck the Twin Tow-
ers of New York and the seat of our
defenses, | again answered the call,
chasing a determined foe from Af-
ghan heights. | came home but did
not rest. In Afghanistan, Iraq, Dji-
bouti, and at Fort Drum, | planted my
feet on three continents at once, a
feat matched by none.

To Baghdad, the shrine of Khadami-
yah, and the fertile groves along the
Euphrates, | came again ... and yet
again. Again | fought, | bled, and
turned the "Triangle of Death" into a
land of tranquility. No one could ask
for more of our nation's valiant few.

I am Polar Bear ... timeless defender
of my land and its people.



Korea, arguably the bloodiest war in the
history of the United States, was not about
stopping the spread of Communism. It was
about testing the heart and soul of our desire
to hold the line. Our leaders, both political
and military, failed. Our troops never gave
up. America’s heart and votes were at home.

leaders; we called them cowards because
the American people did not want to under-
stand the new world politics of communism.
Units lost their colors to cover up poor lead-

ership at high levels. We accused these men

of being cowards because they had summer
equipment to

"o MOre heroes in Korea

tham in any war in our history."

The Russians understood and took the

to every corner of the world.

American soldiers are a wonderful

ing machine. When they are well-trained,
correctly supplied, there is no other military

that can out-think or out- ght them Whe

they are not, they are still the world’s best.

In Korea, we called men cowards because
they were freezing to death; we called men
cowards because they were let down by their

wg‘ﬂher against hundred to one odds.

There were more

War than in any
war in our history.

As a combat veteran of
the War in Southeast Asia
| salute the Korean War Combat Veteran.

Ben De Witt was a U.S. Army artillery officer for 10 years. He served two combat tours in
Vietnam, the first with the 1st Infantry Division and the second with the Military Advisory
Command. He was written two novels about the Korean War.

The words etched on the Korean War Memorial commemorate the service, commitment
and sacrifice of the U.S. armed forces members who fought a war against communism
half a world away. [However, for 60 years the Korean War was referred to as a “police ac-
tion,” “the Korean coflict” and “the Forgotten War.” Yet, in all senses of the word,

it was simply Wwar.

TAPS continued from page 7

These names were found in the TAPS section of the Chosin Few News-Digest but had not been reported to the Army
Chapter. No details were available. Richard Gustafson (GHQ Ist Raiders), Norman Ladabouche (B/44Eng/X), Roy
Shiraga (I&R/31/7), George McCaffery (G/31/7). McCaffery and Ladabouche died in 2013 and 2014, respectively.
Non-chapter members: Willis (Jake) Roper C/50AAA/3 and Clennie Dean Woody D/32/7).

ght a war in sub zfo




May 22, 2015, an updafe:

As relayed earlier to General Carey, | am happy to report that | deposited $136,686.72 in The Cho-
sin Few Monument account this afternoon. The check represents the 150 million won in Korean
currency and is the first of two installments by the Republic of Korea. This means actual physical
work can begin on the Monument/Memorial at Quantico. We will continue to attempt to raise more

funds.
Mike McCollum Col USMC (Ret)

From Warren Wiedhahn Col USMC (Ret)

The person responsible and the one who deserves the credit as well as our sincere appreciation
for this amazing accomplishment, for the many hours he devoted and for the sacrifices he made on
our behalf, who will not receive the recognition he deserves because he worked behind the scenes
with those who believed in him, had faith in him and now share the good news that enough funds
have been received to break ground for this Memorial, is the man we all know as our friend, Lt.Gen.

Richard E. Carey! Congratulations!

Here is a story that shows after all these years how
the Korean War continues to affect people’s lives

Jorja Elliott-Reyburn, 67, was only two years old
when her father, James H. Elliott, disappeared in com-
bat. He went on patrol one night during the battle of the
Pusan Perimeter between United Nations forces and
the invading North Korean People’s Army in 1950.

He was last seen near Waegwan, a small town in
North Gyeongsang near the Naktong River.

Recently, Elliott-Reyburn traveled from her home in
Idaho to Korea and reached the spot where her father
was last seen. She scattered the ashes of her mother,
Ardyne Elliott Blackstone, in the river. Blackstone died
of cancer February at the age of 87. It was her last wish

to have her remains as close as possible to those of
her husband.

Attending a memorial for U.S. soldiers who went
missing during the war on Wednesday in Paju,
Gyeonggi, Elliott-Reyburn read a letter she composed
for her father. In the letter, Elliott-Reyburn expressed
how much her mother missed her husband.

“She got involved in all the research to find you,”
Elliott-Reyburn read. “She was hoping as we were that
someday we will have closure by finding you and bring-
ing you at home”

After Elliott went missing, his wife worked for years
for the Gold Star Wives of America, an organization to
support family members of people who died while serv-
ing in the U.S. Armed Forces.

Family members of American soldiers who vanished during the 1950-53 Korean War pay
tribute to South Korean patriotic martyrs at the National Cemetery in Seoul on May 19, 2015.
Forty-nine family members of 26 U.S. soldiers missing in action arrived in South Korea the pre-
vious day for a six-day visit at the invitation of the Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs.
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SUMMARY: Annual Business Meeting, May 2015

Discussion of the following:
* Financial decline of Chapter and increased costs of newsletter.
* Reunion location and inability of finding another host in a different location.
* Decline in Membership and Associates and ways to increase interest.

Recommendations from Members
* Members and Associates that can receive newsletters by email only should do so to cut printing costs.
* Members with the ability to make donations to the Chapter should be encouraged to do so.

Motion: Accept Treasurer's Report

Motion: Reduce Board of Directors to four members and one alternate.

Motion: Reunion 2016 in Springfield, Mo.

Election of Officers and Board of Directors
President : Ernie Wotring
Vice-President: Elliott Sortillo
Secretary-Treasurer: Charmaine Francois-Griffith
Board of Directors: John Gray, Jack Nolan, Harry Graham, Al Zentko, EImer Schearf (Alternate)

Submitted by Charmaine Francois-Griffith, Secretary-Treasurer

Reunion 2015 Notes from Charmaine  Wwhich he attended, and the banquet. He also provided his
own lighting for the Missing Man Table to make sure they

were properly honored. Shawn and Bob Gass (Server and
Although the turnout was small, the reunion was filled ~ Army vet) made sure our flags were properly folded after
with fun and laughter. We were glad to the banquet.

welcome Russell Claytor (A/1/32/7) and
family. This was Russell’s first reunion,
made possible by the efforts of his son,
Steven, who also attended.

Very special thanks need to be made
to the following for making this reunion so
special:

* Melissa Scritchfield (Banquet Man-
ager) — Missy went above and beyond her
job duties. She put all her energy into mak-
ing every detail perfect. She took control
of our reception room, Memorial Service
and banquet. Her deep appreciation for
our member’s sacrifice showed in every-

» Adam Coulter (Professor, Missouri State
University) While having dinner at the ho-
tel, Adam saw our banner and was thrilled
at the chance to meet survivors of Task
Force Faith. He started making phone calls
that night resulting in TV station coverage
and a proclamation from Greene County.
The next afternoon Adam and his daugh-
ter arrived with hanging plants for the men
and wives. He addressed those gathered
to express the sincere thanks of his family
for their service and sacrifice. If you wish to
send a note his address is:

Adam M. Coulter

thing she did, including attending the Memorial Service. 1330 W Farm Road 2
+ Shawn Stacey (Banquet Captain) — An active duty ma- Brighton, MO 65617

rine, Shawn stepped out of his role to serve our banquet.  (Many thanks from the editor to Betty Schearf and Char-
He personally provided music for the Memorial Service, = maine Francois-Giriffith for their photo contributions.)
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The Few, the Proud ... the Faithful

From left: Stanley Anderson, Harry Graham, Elmer Schearf, John Gray, Ernie Wotring, John Quick, Darrell Mc-
Ardle, Al Johnson, Bob Harley, Gordon Kennedy, Don Tague, Hollis Pantalion, Russell Clayton, Bob Jaskowak

Their backs may be benttoday with the weight
of the years they carry. Some may need the
help of a cane or walker. The limp one sees
here and there among them is likely the dev-
astating effect of frostbite or possibly a bullet
wound. But none among this squad of the
remaining has lost a sad glint in their eye that
reflects the haunting memories of what they
endured more than six decades ago at a his-
toric location that the rest of us will never see.
It is a place in history, however, that none of

us should ever forget. This year, the ranks of
the remaining were slimmer than ever. Still,
they turned up once again to carry the figura-
tive flag of a sad and tragic command — Task
Force Faith. It was, by any measure, a proud
command that looked in the face of adver-
sity, and didn't blink; that accepted what duty
was given them, and didn't shrink. Dwindling
though they may be, they stand as the faith-
ful of TF Faith and, yes, they can stand tall.

We salute their memory and their presence.




The Git'er Done Gals

Melissa "Missy" Critchfield, the hotel's ban-
quet manager (see Notes, page 10), and Char-
maine Francois-Griffith, secretary-treasurer
of the AC, were exemplary figures in running
an efficient reunion program. They cooperated
well and Missy took the Chapter to heart. She
showed the finest in hospitality spirit and guest
services. The AC couldn't be more pleased.

Forget getting a smile
from the "Card La-
dies" when they are
in a game. It's serous
business! (Looks like
they are playing for
a ... furkey?) The trio
includes the indomita-
ble Mary Frey, Clara
Brawner and Vivian
Zentko.

Tablemates are, from lefft,
Robert McLaren, Darrell
McArdle, Bob and Rose
Harley, and Al Mohr. Robin
Mohr was there too, but
can't be seen.
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I'm going to retire and live
off of my savings.

Not sure what I'll do
the second week.

Charlie e00000000000000
and ho ey .

See story, page 5 :

"Say, Charlie, y'think | could take this
money you repaid me get a hat
like yours?"

"l reckon so, Elias. But it will cost you
a bit more. Ya want me to lend you a
few bucks?"

Above left, new AC member Russell Claytor and son Steve to his left get
acquainted with other reunion attendees. At right, Dawn Francois handles
registration with her usual thoroughness. Grant MacMillin looks on as
Dawn provides assistance to Robert McLaren.
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Attending to the serious task

o] of folding the colors are Bob

] Gass,Paul Tague and Shawn
Stacey, the hotel's banquet

| captain. Gass and Stacey are
Army and Marine veterans, re-
spectively, They made certain
our flags were properly folded
after the banquet. See more in
Notes, page 10

CONGESTION JiE i
8 ‘ -_-_-._ g
= N And NO passing, y'hear?
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NSA saves the day
with quick report
on NK's 'hackery’

The National Security Agency had access to internal
NKorean computer networks before the attack on Sony
Pictures, according to a report by The New York Times.
That access enabled the U.S. to conclude, with confi-
dence, that NKorea was responsible for the hack on Sony.

The report quotes interviews with former U.S. and for-
eign officials, computer experts briefed on the matter and
an intelligence agency document that was recently pub-
lished by the German news magazine Der Spiegel. The
Times doesn’t go into any technical details on the level of
access or how it was done, but the document does.

It says that the U.S. managed to get into North Korean
computers by using existing secret access points run by
SKorean intelligence agencies. The SKoreans had man-
aged to hack computers used by NKorean officials and

Kim Jong Un,
what have
you done?

O SAY CAN YOU SEE, A CESSNA BEHIND ME?

New information about NKorea often prompts experts
and observers to ask further questions, and the recent rev-
elation of a small new airstrip near Wonsan is no excep-
tion. The new airstrip, likely used by NKorea's Kim Jong
Un, is too small for most fixed-wing aircraft.

So, what type of plane might Kim use to travel here?
The airfield, located near the Kim family compound in
Wonsan on the east coast, was discovered on imagery
from Google Earth by analyst Curtis Melvin and detailed
in his analysis at North Korean Economy Watch. Because
the airstrip is only about 560 meters long, it would only
accommodate helicopters and small airplanes capable of
taking off and landing in a short distance.

Relatively little is known about the flying habits of and
aircraft used by the NKorean leader. This is due both the
fact that NKorea’s state-controlled media reveals little
about the aircraft Kim uses, most likely for security con-
siderations, and also because use of aircraft by the North
Korean leader is a change from the norm over the past
two decades.

The previous leader, Kim Jong Il, was notoriously afraid
of flying, and so he preferred to travel by train.
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U.S. piggybacked on those vulnerabilities. It's unclear if
SKorea was aware the U.S. was using the access points,
but it appears from the document that they did not.

Using the access, the NSA was able to pull data from
NKorean computers and learn more about the north’s
computer networks. That enabled the U.S. to begin its
own program.

The revelations go a long way to explaining why the
U.S. was able to conclude so quickly that NKorea was
responsible for the Sony attack. Attributing cyberattacks
to any actor is incredibly difficult, often taking months or
not being possible at all, but the FBI made its assertion
less than a month after the attack happened.

Hours later, President Obama repeated the allegation
and promised the U.S. would respond. Early in January,
the U.S. slapped sanctions on several NKorean state ac-
tors including the Reconnaissance General Bureau. The
RGB is believed to handle much of NKorea’s traditional
and cyber espionage activities.

The speed of the U.S. conclusion, numerous inconsis-
tencies with previous attacks attributed to NKorea, and
the lack of any compelling evidence led many to question
NKorea’s involvement.

Where have you gone, little Wonsan?

NKorea’s Wonsan Air Base has been undergoing
major renovations and expansions, newly released im-
agery from Google Earth reveals. Renovation and ex-
pansion at the airport in Wonsan, a major east coast
port and the country's fifth-largest city, began lin July
last year. The expansion and renovation of the airport
is part of an effort by NKorea recently to increase and
expand economic activity and tourism in Wonsan and
surrounding areas.

The expanded airport will be able to serve as a major
regional transportation hub. It represents a $200 million
plan from 2013 to overhaul the facility from a military air
base into an international airport to support anticipated
increases in tourism and economic activity. The design
for the airport’s renovation, by Hong Kong investment
company PLT, included two terminal hubs — likely one
each for domestic and international flights — each of
which were to be two stories high and able to accom-
modate six airliners at a time.




